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What is a Social Storye

Social Stories, developed by education consultant
Carol Gray, are social learning tools that provides
guidance to responding and entering different

e ) Addifional Resources on social
types of social situations.

stories can be found below:

They present common social behaviors with e Carol Gray Social Stories
concrete, visual cues, making the information . _
easier fo conceptualize. e ASERT Social Story guide

While social stories were originally designed to
support individuals with autism, this tool can be
utilized by anyone to prepare for their first Ten

Thousand Things performance. Have further questions? Please

. . reach out fo us at
Included are visuals, a walkthrough of the various contact@tenthousandthings.org

spaces available to you, and typical staff
members available to you at a performance.



https://carolgraysocialstories.com
https://paautism.org/resource/what-are-social-stories/
mailto:contact@tenthousandthings.org
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Open Book

| am going to a show at Open Book!
This is what Open Book's Building looks like in the daytime.
Its address is 1011 Washington Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55415.
It is located in the Mill District neighborhood of Minneapolis.
When | arrive at Open Book, | will be able to enter through the double doors under their sign on
Washington Ave S. There is also an accessible entrance at the back of their building. .

Image credited to Open Book




Entering the Theater

Once | enter, | will walk up'e large, rounded, staircase to get to the second floor. From there, |
can walk straight towards the Performance Hall, where the TIT performance will take place.

Once | am on the second floor, there will be volunteer(s) to check me in at a table to my left.
They will be wearing white name tags with the ‘Volunteer’ on them and a red dragon logo. |
may have to wait in a line before | can talk to them. 5

Image credited to Open Book




Entering the Theater

The volunteer(s) will have a paper list of all guests who
have a reservation for the show. When it is my turn, | will
tell them the name used for my reservation and wait for

them to check me in.

After the volunteer has checked me in, they will hand
me a playbill with information about the show. Even if |
don't want the playbill, | should keep it with me when |
enter and exit the performance space. The playhbill
indicates to the volunteer that | have a ticket for the
show and have already been checked in.

If | need a physical accommodation to see the show, |
will tell the volunteer(s) after | have been given my
playbill.

Once | have my program, | will walk to the right of the
volunteer table info the Performance Hall.



During the Show

The Performance Hall is a big grey room. | will
see many chairs lined up to create a square in
the middle of the room.

| can choose any empty chair to sit in, except
for those with signs placed on them. If | see any
chairs with belongings on or hanging off of it, |
know that someone has already chosen that
chair to sit on once they return to the
Performance Space.

Before the play begins, there may be a lot of
different conversations happening around me
and a lot of people moving around the space. |
might even see a few actors in their costumes
as well.




During the Show
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| will know the show is about to begin when | see the volunteer(s) close the door | entered in, and a TTT staff
member enters the inside of the center square.

At that time, | will make sure | am in my seat and paying attention to what they say. One of the six TTT staff
members will speak to the audience. | can recognize their faces from the image above. It is usually Stephanie
or Caitlin who will be giving this pre-show speech.

They will speak to us about what TTT does, things to know about the show, and reminders about how to respect
the actors as they're performing. I'll turn off my phone when they ask, and follow any other requests that | can.



During the Show

People may cheer in excitement as actors enter the square from the aisles in each corner.

I might notice the stage manager dressed in black clothing walking on the outside of the square and interacting with the
actors. The actors might speak loudly to ensure everyone in the audience can hear them. | will see the actors dressed up in
different costumes. They will use music, singing, dancing, and costumes to tell a story. They might speak to me or other
audience members. | can answer them if | want to, and the story will continue afterwards.

I may hear clapping during the show to let the actors know they did a good job. | can clap along with everyone if Iwant. g

Image credited to Paula Kelle



During the Show

While the sounds, action, and costumes
help me imagine the story, if anything
becomes too much for me, | can take a
break from the play in the lobby.

To leave the performance space, | will
make sure my path to leave is clear of
actors, and then get up quietly from my
seat to walk to the lobby.

| can email or ask TTT volunteers before
the show to learn more about what big
moments might be happening during
the show.
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During the Show

There might be a short intermission during the play. A TTT staff member will tell us the length of the play in their pre-show
speech. An intermission is a break in the play when the audience can walk around and enter and exit the performance
space without interrupting the play for those around them.

| will know the intermission starts when the stage manager announces that it will be ten minutes until Act Two.
| will know the intermission ends when volunteers encourage everyone to return to their seats. | will then make sure | am
back in my seat before actors enter the square to perform again.
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During the Show
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The actors and musician will bow inside the square to signal that the performance has ended. The audience may clap for

them. The audience might give the actors a standing ovation to signal that the show was REALLY good by standing in
front of their seats and clapping. If | want to, | can clap too.
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Image credited to Paula Kelle



After the Show

The actors will leave the square after bowing to change out of their costumes and clean up the space. | will leave the
theater space to head home.

There might be a large crowd throughout the performance space and in the lobby talking about the play or waiting for
their peers. If  want, | can talk to my peers about the show before deciding to leave. Once | am ready to leave, | can exit
out of the same door | entered the performance space and the theater.
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