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Ten Thousand Things shares rare and relevant musical THE
MOST HAPPY FELLA, directed by Caitlin Lowans

(Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN — April 8, 2026) — Ten Thousand Things (TTT) will tour Frank
Loesser’s heart-rending and delightful musical, THE MOST HAPPY FELLA April 29—-June 7,
directed by Artistic Director Caitlin Lowans.

The tour includes free performances at community centers, correctional facilities, schools, low-
income elder centers, workplaces for people with disabilities, adult English language learning
centers, as well as paid public performances in Minneapolis at Open Book, Hennepin Avenue
United Methodist Church, Capri Theater, and in St. Paul at 825 Arts.

A waitress finds a love note from a mysterious customer and begins a letter-writing romance.
Little does she know the object of her growing love is an aging immigrant wine grower. Fearing
rejection, he sends her another man's photograph. This beautiful work marks the revival of
TTT’s second-ever musical, asking who deserves love and how we come to understand each
other.

The cast features Pedro R. Bayon, Suzie Juul, Sasha Andreev, Norah Long, Phinehas
Bynum, Julia Diaz, and Maje Adams. Music direction is by Isabella Dawis, movement by Kyle
Weiler, costumes by Sonya Berlovitz, and scenic and props design by Eli Sherlock.

“THE MOST HAPPY FELLA uplifts the story of Tony, an older immigrant who, despite his
success, begins to fear that he won’t be seen as worthy,” says Lowans. “Out of this self-
protection, he deceives the woman he has come to love. Frank Loesser adapted his beautiful
1950s musical from a complex 1920s play They Knew What They Wanted. In our production,
we explore who is accepted, who is told they deserve love, and who gets to belong. This cast,
under the exceptional music direction of Isabella Dawis, brings not only their talents but their
personal connections to this resonant story.”

Tickets for MOST HAPPY FELLA are available at www.tenthousandthings.org; suggested price
is $40, with pay-as-you-are starting at $15. (Performance schedule on page 3). Production is
licensed by Music Theatre International.



http://www.tenthousandthings.org/

ABOUT TEN THOUSAND THINGS

Ten Thousand Things awakens the creative spirit of audiences and artists by bringing essential
and exceptional theater to people from all backgrounds and life experiences. Theater-goers
experience the immediacy and vibrancy of theater through a performance in which there is no
stage and actors perform in the middle of the audience. With minimal sets and costumes,
talented actors fully engage the audience by distilling the story to its essence.

Approximately half of the company’s award-winning shows are performed for paying public
audiences and the other half are performed for free in locations where people may not have
ample opportunities to see live, professional theater, including correctional facilities, shelters,
English Language Learner centers, centers for individuals with disabilities, and low-income
senior and youth centers.
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PAID, TTT-HOSTED PERFORMANCES
e Thursday & Friday shows at 7:30 pm; Saturdays at 2 pm and 7:30 pm; Sundays at 2 pm
e Tickets are $40 suggested and Pay As You Are from $15-$60

Open Book, 1011 Washington Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55415
Thursday, May 14 (preview, all tickets $15)

Friday, May 15 (post-show reception)

Saturday, May 16

Sunday, May 17

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist Church, 511 Groveland Ave, Minneapolis, MN
55403

Thursday, May 21

Friday, May 22 (post-show conversation)

Saturday, May 23

Sunday, May 24

Capri Theater, 2027 W Broadway, Minneapolis, MN 55411
Thursday, May 28

Friday, May 29 (post-show conversation, ASL-Interpreted)
Saturday, May 30

Sunday, May 31

825 Arts, 825 University Ave W, St Paul, MN 55104
Thursday, Jun 4

Friday, Jun 5

Saturday, Jun 6

Sunday, Jun 7

FREE, COMMUNITY-HOSTED PERFORMANCES (reservations required)

Thu, Apr 30, 12 pm at Fond du Lac Tribal & Community College (2101 14" St, Cloquet)
Thu, Apr 30, 7 pm at Zeitgeist Arts (222 E Superior St, Duluth)

Mon, May 4, 10 am at MSS (900 Ocean St, St Paul)(Audio-Described)

Tue, May 5, 1 pm at Touchstone Mental Health (2312 Snelling Ave, Minneapolis)

Thu, May 7, 9:45 am at Harmony Learning Center (1961 County Rd C E, Maplewood)
Fri, May 8, 7 pm at Project Success (One Groveland Terr, Minneapolis)

Tue, May 12, 1 pm at Dellwood Gardens (753 E 7™ St, St Paul)

Wed, May 27, 12:30 pm at Cora McCorvey Center (1015 N 4" Ave, Minneapolis)

Thu, May 28, 1:30 pm at Transition Plus (2015 E Lake St, Minneapolis)

Tue, Jun 2, 2 pm at Episcopal Homes — The Gardens (1860 University Ave W, St Paul)
Wed, Jun 3, 12 pm at Interact Center (1860 W Minnehaha Ave, St Paul)

CLOSED PERFORMANCES (Not open to public)
MSOP - Moose Lake, FCI - Sandstone, Transformation House, FCI - Waseca, New
Beginnings, Ramsey County Correctional Facility



WHY DO THEATER?

MAJE ADAMS (Clem, Postman, Pasquale, & Doc) any/all — “To me, theater is the most
immediate, vital, and impactful form of performance art. More than transporting audiences to
new places and situations, theater shows us new modes of thinking and moving through the
world. | do theater to feel my most human.” Maje is an actor, director, sound designer, and
multi-instrumentalist based in Minneapolis, MN. Their work has graced many stages across the
country, including work with Park Square Theater, Pillsbury House + Theater, Wonderlust
Productions, Capri Theater, Macalester College, and more. When they aren't in a theater, they
write songs for their bands, the Minneapolis-based shoegaze outfit The Ancient Sleeper and
West Coast metalcore quartet A NIGHTMARE IN IVORY, along with their eponymous solo
project, Maje Adams: The Color Cycle. Their music is available on Bandcamp and all streaming
services.

SASHA ANDREEV (Joe and Others) he/him — “Theater is ancient. It requires nothing other
than the performer and the audience. And in that space, anything can happen - inspiration,
escape, connection, change, magic. As performers we get the honor of creating that space,
especially at a time when it’s difficult to find some of that in the world.” Theater credits include
Asolo Rep, Guthrie Theater, Park Square Theatre, Theater Latté Da, Mixed Blood Theater,
History Theatre, Pillsbury House, Frank Theater, Jungle Theater, and Chanhassen Dinner
Theatres. Sasha is a core cast member of the Drama-Desk-winning All is Calm: The Christmas
Truce of 1914, which he’s performed across the country, off-Broadway and on PBS. On screen,
Sasha has been seen in A Taste of Love (Hallmark Channel), Stranger Things (Netflix), as host
of Curb Appeal (HGTV) and Operation Build (A&E), on shopping networks in the US and
abroad, and in numerous commercials and films.

PEDRO R. BAYON (Tony) he’him/el — “l do theatre to feel alive! It's an art form that is shared in
space. Not only do | feel alive, but | want to feel the audience alive, as well. If | make you feel
something, either happiness, or sadness, empathy, anger even... then | know we are connecting
as human beings.” This is Pedro's 3rd production at TTT. He has performed at Mixed Blood,
Pangea World Theatre, Teatro del Pueblo, History Theatre, Park Square, Children's Theatre,
Prime Productions, Ordway, among others. Next: In The Heights, at Artistry.

PHINEHAS BYNUM (Herman and Others) he/him — “Some of the greatest community and
human connection I've experienced has found me through theater. Particularly right now,
investing in a future filled with art and storytelling feels more important than ever — and it's a
privilege to share this story with you. | am thrilled to report that this is my TTT debut! I've also
performed with Minnesota companies Theater Latte Da, Theatre Elision, Minnesota Opera,
Artistry, AOT, and Skylark Opera. I'm ever grateful to my partner Katie for supporting my theater
habit, and to our one-year-old Aurora for singing with her Papa at the piano.”

JULIA DIAZ (Cleo and Others) she/her — “Earlier this year, at the height of when my community
was under attack, | was in a Children’s Theatre production where | jumped around, sang, and
danced as a clown dog for very young audiences. And that experience reminded me that |
NEED to make art. To bring joy and laughter during such a difficult time was the most healing
thing | could've asked for. Theatre is the best form of storytelling because it's impossible to do
alone. We create, imagine, cry, heckle, sing, and laugh together — live and in real time, baby!”
Julia is a Mexican-Minnesotan singer, actress, and (sort of) dancer committed to spreading joy,
inspiring confidence, and enacting change in her work as a performing artist. Julia has trained
and performed with the Guthrie, Ordway, MN Opera, Theater Latté Da, Artistry, and more. She
holds a B.A. in Sociology from University of Minnesota. She is VERY excited to be back at TTT
with this crazy talented group!



SUZIE JUUL (Rosabella and Others) she/they — “This art form is very special to me. A show can
speak to those who need to hear a message and for those who have a hard time speaking up. It
can help someone feel seen and open a new world to someone who "never thought about it that
way.” Theatre is a pliable, limitless form of expression; simultaneously personal and communal.
I love the reciprocity of live theater!” This is Suzie’s first TTT show! Other credits include: The
Welkin, Threepenny Opera (Frank Theatre); How The Grinch Stole Christmas (The Children’s
Theatre); Into the Woods (Guthrie Theater); Glensheen, Defeat of Jesse James, Blended
Harmony (History Theatre);Grease, Jersey Boys, The Music Man, (Chanhassen Dinner
Theater); The Sound of Music, Pirates of Penzance, A Christmas Story (The Ordway),; A
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder (Old Log Theatre); Marie Antoinette, The Coward
(Walking Shadow Theatre Co.); Man Of God, A Little Night Music, Into the Woods (Theater Mu);
Tick Tick...BOOM!, Mary Poppins, Candide (The Artistry)

NORAH LONG (Marie and Others) she/her — “Our show is about identity, acceptance, and
transformational love. Learning about myself, others, and the human condition with curiosity,
acceptance, and love is fascinating, and important to me! Theater does that -- it invites all parts
of me to the playground, and lets me dive into that messy sandbox. Then, doing that in front of
other people hopefully inspires them to play around in their own sandbox, exploring their
humanity and how they want to shine authentically in this world. About me: I've done a couple
hundred productions over the years in theater, opera. and concert, mostly in the Twin Cities but
also regionally and abroad. | teach, sing weekly at a church, have worked in the disability
community, and come from a family who all played in the sandbox of professional performing
arts. How do YOU shine your colors into the world? Be your beautiful self, bravely!
www.norahlong.com”

DOMINIC DELONG-RODGERS (Understudy) he/him — "I do theater because the chance to be
present and in real community with people is so important in an often impersonal world. By
participating together, in real time, in shared space, we get to have a genuine shared
experience." Dominic is thrilled to be joining Ten Thousand Things for the first time as an
understudy. An MFA student at the University of South Carolina, previous Twin Cities
productions include multiple roles with Classical Actors Ensemble and Sparkle Theatricals,
among others. Dominic is proud to be a teaching artist with Children's Theatre Company as
well.

SYDNEY LIN (Understudy) she/they — “To do theatre is to share experiences and stories. As
performers we are the vessel to take ourselves and the audience into a different world, a
different situation. Whether it is good, bad, messy or beautiful, the story demands to be told.
Theatre is not only an escape, but a mirror to own realities that we all must face.” Sydney’s
acting credits include: U/S Rosabella, Cleo, Marie. TTT Debut. Waitress, Sweet Charity
(Artistry), Stop Kiss, Blended Harmony (Theater Mu), Goosebumps the Musical (Park Square
Theatre) From Chippewa Falls, Wl and currently a teaching artist in the Twin Cities. Holds a
BFA in Musical Theatre from Minnesota State University Mankato.

CAITLIN LOWANS (Director) they/she — "I do theatre because it is the chance to create the
world | hope to live in, one room at a time." This is Caitlin's second directing with TTT after this
fall's Two Gents. Previously, Caitlin served as Atrtistic Director of Theatreworks Colorado
Springs, where they directed twelve productions, including a puppet-driven Little Prince, a
gender-swapped Taming of the Shrew and the upper Midwestern favorite Lumberjacks in Love,
as well as creating a TTT-inspired community theatre touring program, Free-For-All/ ACT OUT.
Previously, Caitlin pursued an MFA in directing at Northwestern University and before that
Caitlin spent twelve years as a director, dramaturg and theatre educator in Boston's theatre
community.


http://www.norahlong.com/
http://www.norahlong.com/
http://www.norahlong.com/

ISABELLA DAWIS (Music Director) she/her — "Theater is real live magic." With TTT: Helen
(actor), Twelfth Night (composer/music director), The Hatmaker’s Wife (dramaturg). Isabella is a
Filipina-American musician, writer, and performer whose awards include the Jerome Hill Artist
Fellowship, the Kleban Prize in Musical Theatre for librettists, the Fred Ebb Award for musical
theater songwriting, the Weston-Ghostlight New Musical Award, and the American Opera
Project’'s Composers and the Voice Fellowship. As music director, she has worked with History
Theatre, Artistry, Park Square Theatre, Theater Mu, Playwrights' Center, National Asian
American Theatre Company, and many more. Isabella is the founder of Sansrival, an arts
company which recently released Lakecastle, a mystery/thriller podcast that takes place in a
small town in northern Minnesota. In fall 2026, she performs as an electronic live looping
vocalist at the Minneapolis Institute of Art, alongside choreography by Yuki Tokuda. Isabella is a
member of the rock band Kiss the Tiger. isabelladawis.com @sansrivalarts

KATHRYN SAM HOUKOM (Stage Manager) she/her — “I am thrilled to be stage managing for
Ten Thousand Things again. TTT’s mission of bringing theatre to communities who might not
otherwise have the opportunity or means to see a play or musical is incredibly gratifying to me.
Theatre educates, creates empathy and understanding as well as entertains. It is a connection
between artists and their community that creates a shared experience. In today’s digital age,
live theatre allows us to come together in person and hopefully make real connections.” Sam
has also worked throughout the Twin Cities and beyond: Ordway Center for the Performing Arts,
Guthrie Theater, Chanhassen Dinner Theatre, Children’s Theatre Company, Prime Productions,
MN Orchestra, MN Opera, Mixed Blood Theatre, Park Square Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre
Company, Lookingglass Theatre Company, Virginia Stage Company, and Off- Broadway with
the Pearl Theatre Company.

SONYA BERLOVITZ (Costume Designer) she/her — I love the poetry of theatre. With a
sensitive blend of artistry and craftsmanship, we can enable an audience to expand their hearts
and minds. This is my sixteenth production with Ten Thousand Things. Previously, | designed
60 productions for the Tony Award-winning Theatre de la Jeune Lune, including Carmen, The
Miser, Hamlet, Cosi Fan Tutti, The Magic Flute, Tartuffe, Medea, Circus of Tales, and The
Three Musketeers. | currently design costumes for The Moving Company on productions at The
Guthrie Theatre, Playmakers Repertory Company, Actors Theatre of Louisville, South Coast
Repertory, and Berkeley Repertory Theatre. Productions elsewhere have been at Children’s
Theatre Company, The New Victory Theatre, American Repertory Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse,
History Theatre, Interact Center for the Performing Arts, Ten Thousand Things, and The Jungle
Theater. Ms. Berlovitz has participated in many exhibitions of both her costume renderings and
her artworks. In 2015, her designs were selected for the exhibit Costume Design at the Turn of
the Century 1990 - 2015 at the Bakrushin Museum in Moscow, Russia.”

ELI SHERLOCK (Scenic & Props Designer) he/him — “Theater is the ultimate ‘group project’
among many artists who all think and work differently, yet we all come together to create a
single product that transcends any of our singular visions. We strive, in our worlds of
imagination with great suspensions of disbelief, to tell the truth. | love that perfectly balanced
contradiction. Theater, particularly the theater that TTT creates, brings us together into
community where we are experiencing a story as one. It’s incredible to get to help bring that
about.” Eli has designed across the country with companies such as The 5th Avenue Theater,
Geva Theatre, Kansas City Repertory Theater, Antaeus Theater Company, and Flint Repertory
Theater. Locally, he has worked with Theater Latté Da, Minnesota Opera, The Jungle Theater,
Mixed Blood Theater, Artistry, and History Theater, among others. He is a proud member of
United Scenic Artists Local 829. www.elisherlock.com

KYLE WEILER (Movement Coach) he/him — “The act of creating a world for a live audience is
an endlessly fulfilling challenge and gift. | feel most at home and alive when | am creating for the
stage.” Kyle is a director, choreographer, performer and arts educator originally from Minnesota.
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RECENT DIRECTING: Mary Poppins, Anything Goes, Company, She Loves Me, Trouble in
Tahiti/Service Provider (MN Opera.) Assistant director for The Life and Death(s) of Alan Turing
(Chicago Opera Theatre.) CHOREOGRAPHY: Next to Normal, Cinderella (Latte Da) White
Christmas, Legally Blonde, Cabaret (Great Theater), Crazy For You, Godspell (Artistry), NYC
Jazz Choreography Inc, Juilliard’s Choreographic Honors, Theatre Aspen, Children’s Theatre
Co. PERFORMING: Broadway: Hamilton (universal swing/dance captain) International Tour
West Side Story (Diesel, Riff, dance captain.) Other select regional credits include work with
Theatre Latte Da, The Ordway, The Guthrie, Theatre Aspen. TEACHING: U of M, SPCPA,
PIMS, Children’s Theatre Co. BFA: The Juilliard School.



